














The team of 12 volunteers, who’d given of their time to be
part of a remote, West Australian town, was welcomed with
open arms by the indigenous people into the Wirrimanu
Community.

The trip had a special focus on the Luurnpa Catholic School
operated by the De La Salle Brothers. Given that it was the
school holidays, the group facilitated morning and evening
activities for the children and young adults, generating fun,
laughter, and the odd bump or bruise.

When the team was not delving into an Aussie Rules game
on the red-dirt oval, playing kick-ball at the courts, making
necklaces with the young girls, or ‘doing their thing” at the
Friday Night Disco, they tackled maintenance work and
renovations in and around the school in preparation for the
2009 school year.

The enthusiastic group of volunteers consisted of 8 young
Lasallians who'd completed their final year at a De La Salle
school in 2008. The way in which these volunteers threw
themselves into such strenuous work and play, amidst the
constant desert heat, was nothing short of remarkable.

The team was also fortunate enough to experience a range
of cultural traditions including a trip to the Lake, the Pound
(for the most amazing sunsets), the Wirrimanu Art and
Cultural Centre, sites of rock painting, and also tracking
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on a 12 hour journey from Ali
Springs to Balgo Hills. A p
they would call home for

dynamic, and eng

and catching goannas. None of these activities would have
been possible without the help and local knowledge of Joe
Yukumbari and the permission of the Wirrimanu Council,
especially George Lee.

Thanks must go to Tom Vidot for coordinating and leading
the trip, John McDonnell (Teacher of Oakhill College), Amber
McDonnell (Wife of John), Br. Rick Gaffney (Principal of
Luurnpa Catholic School] and the Wirrimanu Community for

making the Balgo Hills Summer Camp Team feel so welcome.

Lasallian Youth Minister, Josh Foulis (Henley Beach) says
“the community’s hospitality was the foundation for the
many special relationships that we established during our
time there. Our visit to Balgo was an unforgettable cultural
experience that we've carried back with us to our normal
everyday lives. We're satisfied that we've ‘touched hearts’

through our hands-on work, just as our hearts were touched
by the people of Balgo Hills.

I"d encourage anybody who's
looking for a way to ‘get their
hands dirty” and be of service to
consider Balgo in 2010!

January 2009, saw a group of
Lasallian volunteers embark

Hot days on the beach, candle lit
reflections, crazy senior students
looking to let their hair down, gruelling
tests of Lasallian knowledge & skills,
6am wake up calls, mozzie bites, food,
food & more food, cross dressing, &
painful table tennis competitions have
been just some of what we have come
to expect from the annual Lasallian
Leaders Seminar.

This year was no exception. 48 students
gathered from all carners of Australia,
New Zealand and Papua New Guinea
for a week long look into our lives as
Lasallian Leaders before embarking on
the challenging year ahead.

For the first time in many years we
were joined by students from St. John's,
Dandenong & it was great to once again
have them on board.

For many, one stand out of the week
was the growing awareness of just
how grounded all of our schools are in
the values and traditions of St. John
Baptist De La Salle. He links us in a

way that many of us didn’t realise until
meeting so many awesome people
striving to achieve the same great
things in their schools.

HOW IS Y@UR SEHO®L
UNI@LE? HOW ARE YU

HNHANENG THE VALUES
OF FAITH SERVIEE AND

Throughout all the activities, prayers,
workshops, talks, social and team
building moments we were constantly
reminded of the many intense and
different aspects of leadership. We
were challenged with the questions,
“what makes your school Lasallian?”,
“how is your school unique?”, “how

are you enhancing the values of faith,
service and community in your school?”
and realised what a great thing this
connection to our wider Lasallian family
really was.

We learnt so much from each other,
which we can take back to our schools
to add a little extra Lasallian flavour
to everything we do in the next year. If
there is one thing that is certain, we

arrived unsure and knowing only a
few faces and left with 58 new friends,
ready to “live by the spirit of faith”, on
fire with passion, for living as a true
Lasallian Leader.
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Hi Guys!

My name is Josh Dwyer and ¥graduated from De
La Salle College Revesby Heights in 2007 as part
of the inaugural Year 12 class. After leaving high
school | joined up with the Share the Mission
volunteer program run by the De La Salle
Brothers. | was lucky enough to travel across the
ditch to New Zealand and work in a Year 7-13
school, De La Salle College, Mangere, alongside a number of
the Brothers.

The experience | gained while on Share the Mission has
benefitted me in so many ways - | am currently studying to
become a teacher — and | have also recently been employed by
the De La Salle Brothers as a part time Youth Minister at my old
school De La Salle Revesby.

Being a Lasallian is something | have always been really proud
of, and this job opens up numerous opportunities to share my
experiences with today’s youth and encourage them to become
part of the Lasallian movement. Youth Ministry nights, leadership
seminars and Lasallian Youth Gatherings were the highlights of
my senior school years and | look to be able to have the same
impact on the guys at Revesby - it's also great to work alongside
some of my old teachers.

My main goals for the year are to help the school to refocus on its
Lasallian heritage and to set up a team of Lasallian Youth Leaders
to assist the school in the running of retreats and promotion of the
Lasallian ideals of faith, service and community.

So far my greatest moment in this new role has been the high
level of interest | have received in regards to the Lasallian Youth
Leadership opportunities. It's really inspiring to see the students
who were juniors when | was at school getting interested in what
has become a big part of my life.
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Hello to everyone,

My name is Andrew Malele, born in New Zealand to a very loving
Catholic Samoan family and growing up in humble Otara of South
Auckland. I am the eldest of three brothers all of whom went to
St John the Evangelist Primary in Otara. My first contact with

the Lasallian family was when we all later attended De La Salle
College in Mangere.

After finishing school | went to Auckland University of Technology
for three years. Upon graduating | then participated in a Youth
Minsters course, where | learnt the majority of my youth worker
skills. Graduating from that course | spent a year being a
community youth worker in three different secular schools,

until | crossed paths with Andrew Ulugia and then later Br

Tony Cummins. Between all of these years |'ve been working

Kia Ora,

My name is Leodrina Williams. | was born into
a Catholic family of five in Zimbabwe, where

| attended a Dominican Catholic School. In
2001, New Zealand became my home and in my
continued search for God | have been guided

to Francis Douglas Memorial College in New
Plymouth, operated by and in the Lasallian
tradition.

The journey, so far, has been a great one. We have already

run our Year 7, 8 and 9 retreats, which are part of the special
character of Francis Douglas. The support of our teachers and
Lasallian Youth Leaders (LYL's) has ensured that these retreats
have been a resounding success. Being a new member of the
Lasallian Youth Ministry Team | was lucky enough to be joined
in support by our Lasallian Youth Coordinator for New Zealand,
Br Tony Cummins who travelled over to assist with our Year 9
program.

Our LYLs are an incredible group and we meet once a week, to
discuss how they can be active within our school, in the areas

of faith, service and community. Projects throughout the year
include our Easter Liturgy, 50th Jubilee and Francis Douglas Day
- just to name a few.

The greatest highlight for us this year is our 50th Jubilee which
will be celebrated on the Queens Birthday weekend 29th - 31st
May 2009. A respectable number of former students of Francis
Douglas, living either locally or abroad, will travel to New
Plymouth to reunite for this wonderful occasion. The Lasallian
Youth Leaders at the College will no doubt have a special role to
play in the staging of this event.

It is a great privilege to work at Francis Douglas. The staff
and students are absolutely splendid, and | look forward to a
wonderful year with the Lasallian Youth Ministry Team.

voluntarily for the Diocese of Auckland, running retreats and
helping at camps.

Now I'm the campus minister here at De La Salle College in
Mangere, feeling good and loving the opportunity to get back to
my roots. I'm really looking forward to an exciting year!




ST. MICHAELS, HENLEY
BEACH, SOUTH AUSTRALIA

A record 50 LYLs were involved in

a training day on March 2 before
facilitating a Year 7 Reflection Day and
visiting Year 8 RE classes. 35 Young
Lasallians in the Yr 8-10 Forward for
Justice (F4J) group also participated
in a formation and planning afternoon
on February 27 with the task of finding
ways to fulfill their motto for 2009 -
“With Hearts & Hands".

ADELAIDE LASALLIAN YOUTH
MINISTRY

The post-school group, SALT (South
Australian Lasallian Team), have
recruited 5 new members who were
introduced at their first meeting for the
year on February 13. SALT'S Camp La
Salle late last year was well-received
by all the young participants. SALT will
continue to meet regularly.

SYDNEY LASALLIAN YOUTH
MINISTRY

The first evening meeting was held

in April with over 40 post-school
Lasallians in attendance for a night of
prayer and Lasallian formation. The
SLYM team has had a great start to
the year with a new project facilitating
retreats and reflection days in a number
of Lasallian and non-Lasallian senior
high schools. Using their Lasallian
Youth Leader training, a total of 14
volunteers, now at university, were
employed to run a Year 8 Reflection
Day for Marian College, Kenthurst

- a systemic Catholic school in the
Parramatta Diocese. The group has
already been re-booked for next year!

O’CONNOR CATHOLIC
COLLEGE, ARMIDALE, NSW

Thursday 19th March saw 43, Year 11
LYLs trained for action in the founding
school of the De La Salle Brothers in
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1906. The spirit of faith, service and
community is certainly alive with a

real buzz about the work that will be
done by this group over the next two
years. James Camden co-facilitated the
training day with post-school Lasallian
Youth Leaders Kate Gollan and Josh
Osborne who were impressive in their
input and rapport with the senior
students of O'Connor. The LYLs visited
Year 7 classes the next week with a
session on the meaning of Lent. In 2009
they aim to revive the College war cry
to build school spirit and educate the
younger students on the history and
founder of the school.

DE LA SALLE COLLEGE,
CRONULLA, NSW

On March 10th, 42 senior students
gathered for the annual LYL Training
Day facilitated by James Limbrey and
Simone McGill. The group were given
skills for their work with Year 6 students
from the local Catholic primary schools
that feed into De La Salle College,
Caringbah and Our Lady of Mercy
College, Burraneer. Not only was the
initiative an opportunity for the senior
students to demonstrate their ability

to ‘build relationships’ with the junior
students but one that most certainly
improves the character and reputation
of their College to which young kids will
hopefully one day attend.

OAKHILL COLLEGE,
CASTLE HILL, NSW

This year at Oakhill College, the pioneer
school of Lasallian Youth Leaders, there

are over 300 senior students across
Year 11 and 12 putting ‘faith, service and
community” into action. Year 7 Retreats
exploring the concept of “Community”
were well-received and the LYL's were
involved in a training video for the rest
of the District providing everyone with
some visual stimulus and testimonies
on “what it’s like being an LYL".

HOLY SPIRIT COLLEGE,
LAKEMBA, NSW

Youth Leaders have been very busy at
Holy Spirit so far this year. The Year 12
Youth Leader’s visited Year 7 classes to
run a class on their ‘transition to high
school” & ran the Year 7 Spirituality Day
all before the end of week 5! The Year
11 Youth Leaders have just returned

(& just survived!) the Yr 8 Spirituality
Day with 200 very chatty, excited Year
8's. Some Year 12 Youth Leaders also
gave up valuable days of their holidays
to donate blood to the Red Cross, and
to help out St. Anthony’s Sudanese
Support Services with running games
during a massive Sudanese community
family BBQ for over 100 young people

JOHN PAUL COLLEGE,
ROTORUA, NEW ZEALAND

The Rotoruan LSLs have had an action
packed first few months with 30 leading
the Year 7 retreats on ‘belonging to a
Lasallian/Christian family”. A highlight
was a testimony from some of the
senior students that really ‘touched
the hearts’ of the younger kids in the
room. Term 1 also saw the LSLs lead
the Year 9 Retreat titled "Mission I'm
Possible”. Stations of the Cross during
Holy Week was a spectacular and
meaningful experience for the entire
college thanks to the hard work of the
senior students and something new
and exciting happening at JPC is the
newly formed worship band “Isaiah 49"
open to students of any age to lead the
college in music ministry during future
liturgies and masses.
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ST BEDE'S COLLEGE,
MENTONE, VICTORIA

These past few months have been very
busy in Victoria. Most of the school's
thoughts and prayers have been
directed towards the victims of the
tragic bushfires. All of the De La Salle
schools in Victoria have many stories of
tragedy and triumph and their hearts
have been touched by the response and
generosity of all. The Lasallian spirit
has certainly been alive during the first
half of this year. 2009's Year 8 Retreats
were therefore very timely and went
quite well. The College had over 40
Lasallian Youth Leaders put their name
forward to help out with a day that
explored the idea of ‘self esteem’.

ST JAMES COLLEGE, EAST
BENTLEIGH, VICTORIA

The Year 8 Retreats at St. James went
very well this year with over 20 Lasallian
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Youth Leaders putting their hand up to
help out. The training day was a great
success and provided the guys with
some great tools with which to lead the
younger kids with during the retreats.

DE LA SALLE COLLEGE,
MALVERN, VICTORIA

Although the Year 12 Retreats were
postponed following the destruction of
a number of their retreat venues during
the fires, youth ministry has been very
active so far this year. Over 20 Lasallian
Youth Leaders signed up for the Year 8
Retreat at De La Salle, Malvern. The day
was hugely popular amongst the ‘De La’
junior students with a particular focus
placed on the hope that they will feel
comfortable to approach their senior
leaders when they come across them
over the year.
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DE LA SALLE COLLEGE,
MANGERE, NEW ZEALAND

Youth Ministry at De La Salle College
Mangere has been hectic this term. It
all started with a memorial service to
an old boy that tragically passed away
and would have been another league
great to hit the fields from an already
star-studded alumni list. Year 7 and
Year 9 Retreats were attended in Week
2 and 5 of the first term as well as an
inauguration mass for the newly elected
Prefects. No year starts at Mangere
without dedicating it to the Lord with a
very flavoursome and truly Polynesian
liturgy. Year 10 Retreats with the option
of the sacrament of Reconciliation were
offered in the same week before the
College capped off a great term with an
Easter Liturgy.




Each February a number of post-school

Lasallian Youth Leaders make the
journey to Papua New Guinea with a
huge project on the cards: kick starting
Youth Ministry with a round trip of four
Lasallian schools in the Port Moresby
and Central Province region.

Youth Ministry in Papua New Guinea is
thriving. The awareness of the Lasallian
story, values, leadership skills and
work of the Brothers intensifies each
year with the continuing growth of

past Lasallian leaders and students
returning to their schools to motivate
and facilitate Lasallian Youth Ministry.
This year was no exception when
ex-students of Oakhill College James
Limbrey and Paul Cividin joined James
Camden (Lasallian Youth Coordinator

LASALLIAN YOUTH
COORDINATORS

NORTHERN REGION
Mr James Camden

SOUTHERN REGION
Br Anthony Cummins fsc
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for PNGJ on his annual visit to the land
of the ‘unexpected’.

The 'PNG Youth Ministry Roadshow’

in 2009 involved running ‘Lasallian
induction” workshops for 1st year
students and ‘Lasallian Top-Up’
workshops for 3rd year students in
Hohola Youth Development Centre,

De La Salle College Bomana, Jubilee
Catholic Secondary School and
Mainohana Catholic Secondary School
over 10 days.

On the final weekend over 140 students
of the region met for a two-day Lasallian
Leadership Seminar at De La Salle
College, Bomana that ultimately
evaluated the Lasallian character of
their schools, the way in which prayer
can be used as a tool for leadership and
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Congratulatlons to Br Mark

McKeon who has been promogﬂ
Auxiliary Visitor of the De La § ﬁ'.‘
Brothers in 2009. His commltment h .
and dedication to Youth Ministry |:
forthe last five years has g€ n S
much appreciated by all who have
come to know him. This yearwe =~
welcome James Camden (NSW,
QLD, PNG) and Br Tony Cummins
(VIC, SA, WA, New Zealand) who ':._-'F
will co-coordinate Youth Ministry

for the District. James will also be
managing the volunteer programs
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how John Baptist De La Salle’s legacy
and values can help shape their roles in
a mentoring position.

A positive addition to this year’s
roadshow was the inclusion of Shirley
and Stella who are Lasallian Youth
Leaders from Mount Hagen Youth
Centre. Their skills and sharing of
experiences were a wonderful new
aspect to the program.

Thanks must also go to new Lasallian
Youth Minister in PNG Desma Kombe
for her involvement and organisation
which complimented the hard work of
Ms Joan Eoe and the Principals of the
region. Without their contribution and
that of the De La Salle Brothers the trip
would prove very difficult.

LASALLIAN YOUTH MINISTERS

Mrs Rebecca Barrett
Holy Spirit College, Lakemba, Sydney

Mr Des Calleja
De La Salle College, Malvern, Melbourn
St Bede’s College, Mentone, Melbourne

Mr Josh Dwyer
De La Salle College, Revesby, Sydney

Mr Joshua Foulis
St Michael's College, Henley Beach,
Adelaide

WEBSITES

Ms Desma Kombe
Hohola Youth Development Centre,
Port Moresby

Mr James Limbrey
La Salle Catholic College,
Bankstown, Sydney
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Mr Andrew Malele
De La Salle College, Mangere, Auckland

Ms Leodrina Williams
Francis Douglas Memorial College,
New Plymouth

www.delasalle.org.au | www.lasallemelbourne.org

www.lasallequeens

land.com | www.delasallebrothers.com





